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Introduction  

The Ellettsville Parks and Recreation Master Plan is intended to help meet the needs of current 

and future residents by positioning Ellettsville to build on the community's parks and recreation 

assets and through identifying new opportunities. 

In the face of continued growth, changing demographics, and emerging parks and recreation 

trends, we, as a community must strategically evaluate our facilities, services, and operations in 

order to continue to meet commitments to our citizens and to create a sense of community. 

A master plan will identify emerging issues and policy questions relating to our Parks and 

Recreation Department, as well as, its current strengths, challenges and opportunities. The 

purpose of the plan is to focus on park and recreational activities to ensure the most efficient and 

effective use of public tax dollars and funding opportunities. 

The implementation of this plan will guide the Ellettsville Park Board, town staff, advisory 

committees, and elected officials in their efforts to promote and enhance current and future 

programs, services and facilities.  

Previous Plans 

The original Ellettsville Community Parks and Recreation Master Plan was completed in 2005 

and was scheduled to be formally adopted by Town Council and submitted to the Department of 

Natural Resources (DNR) for review, but during the DNR review process it was determined that 

the Ellettsville Community Parks and Recreation Master Plan did not include a Section 504 

Compliance Form. 

A Section 504 form is a form which is an assurance of compliance with Title VI of the Civil 

Rights Act of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title IX of the Education 

Amendments of 1972, and the Age Discrimination Act of 1975.   

Without the inclusion of the 504 form the Town of Ellettsville Parks and Recreation Department 

are not eligible to apply for federal grants. Therefore this 2010 plan represents a revision of the 

prior 2005 report with a plan to file the compliance form and formally adopt the 2010 plan by the 

Ellettsville Parks Department and Town Council in the fall of 2010. 

Parks and Recreation Board: 

Jimmie Durnil,  President-7051 N. Red Hill Road, Ellettsville, IN 47429- Term: Richland Bean 

Blossom Community School Corporation Appointment (no term limitation) 

Richard Pease, Vice President-4111 W. Ashbrook Lane, Bloomington, IN 47404 

Term Ends:  12/31/2013 

Amber Ragle, Secretary-PO Box 522, Ellettsville, IN 47429 

Term Ends: 12/31/2010 

Michael Griffey,  5211 Terry Court, Bloomington, IN 47404 

Term Ends:  12/31/2011 

Geraldine McIntyre,  PO Box 333, Ellettsville, IN 47429 

Term Ends:  12/31/2012 
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Parks Board Mailing Address, 221 N. Sale Street, Ellettsville, IN 47429, 

Phone:  812-876-3860 

 

The Ellettsville Street Department maintains the Ellettsville Parks and Recreation Inventory, 

staff members include: 

 

Ellettsville Street Department: 

James Ragle, Street Commissioner 

Danny Stalcup 

Michael Griffey 

Scott Bruce 

David Allan Fluke 

Mike Richardson 

Kip Headdy 

 

Ellettsville Town Council: 

Phillip Smith, President, Ward 2 

Scott Oldham, Vice President, Ward 3 

David Drake, Ward 1 

Dianna S. Bastin, Ward 5 

Dan Swafford, Ward 4 

Sandra Hash, Clerk Treasurer 

 

Other Town Appointed Officials Include: 

James R. Davis, Fire Chief 

Anthony Bowlen, Town Marshal 

James Ragle, Street Commissioner 

Michael Farmer, Utility Superintendent 

Connie D. Griffin, Director of Planning 

Darla Brown, Town Attorney 

 

The Five Year Parks and Recreation Master Plan was written and compiled by the Ellettsville 

Planning Director, Connie Griffin with assistance from Amber Ragle, Deputy Clerk Treasurer 

and Parks and Recreation Board member.  Photos courtesy of Ellettsville Main Street Inc. and 

the Department of Planning. 

 

Town Owned Park Service Areas  
 

The Ellettsville Parks and Recreation Department comprises 21.21 acres, which includes 

Wishing Well Site Woodland Park, Campbell's Park and Memorial Park.   

 

Wishing Well Site Woodland Park 

The Wishing Well Site Woodland Park is a 20-acre 

woodland property, which has remained relatively 

undisturbed for 50 years. This property, commonly known 

as the Well Site, is the location of several water wells, 
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which once served as the community water source for the Town of Ellettsville.  The site is 

reported to be the headwaters of McCormickôs Creek. 

 

In 1948 the Ellettsville Town 

Board proposed drilling a new 

well in the Flatwoods area and to 

purchase a new pump. 

Over the next several years the 

Town's population grew a 

significant amount, which 

strained the existing water 

Town's water supply and 

strained the current system.   

In 1952 drought conditions caused the Town Board to issue a notice to its citizens to conserve 

water.  So, in 1954 several more wells were drilled; presumably on the same property. 

By 1962, the growth of the town continued to strain the water supply system.  The State Board of 

Health told the Town Board that the water supply for Ellettsville was not adequate, and made 

several suggestions for improvement.  Among these suggestions was to contract the water supply 

from the City of Bloomington.  The Well Site property was phased out during the period from 

1964 to 1968. 

The property is located in the southwestern part of Ellettsville and is adjacent to the Richland 

Bean Blossom Community School Corporation's elementary 

school.  The current land use is classified as a nature preserve 

and is mostly used by local Junior High students for 

educational purposes.   

Protective measures were taken by the Town of Ellettsville 

during the spring of 2010 by establishing the area as a 

municipal public owned property nature preserve, as well as 

gating the area's service 

vehicle road due to 

unauthorized entrance and 

vehicle destruction.  

Eco Logic, LLC from 

Bloomington, Indiana was hired by the Town of Ellettsville in the 
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fall of 2009 and spring of 2010 to conduct research in the park area as part of the I-69 

Community Planning Program Grant.   

The grant focused on natural resource protection, a green 

space inventory and a plant and animal inventory of the 

Well Site property.  Their study also provided an analysis 

of the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats of 

the area and an invasive plant management plan to assist 

in minimizing the detrimental effects of invasive plant 

species on the property.  

The park is composed of several hardwoods including: oak (pin, red, white and bur), hickory 

(shellbark), ash, beech, elm, maple (sugar and silver), hackberry, tulip tree, black gum, cherry, 

black locust, pawpaw, sassafras, and ironwood. 

The site also contains a good mix of hydric (moist) plants including fungi, 

lichens and mosses, vines, shrubs and fern life, and the following species 

were observed:  Prairie trillium, blackberry, dandelion, false solomon's seal, 

Virginia creeper, horse weed, blue-eyed grasses, violets, poison-ivy, jewelweed, trumpet creeper, 

sumac, maple-leaf viburnum, wild hydrangea, sorrel, mayapple, pokeweed, fern (rattlesnake, 

Christmas, maidenhair, cinnamon), nutsedge, ragwort, grapevine, daisy fleabine and fragrant 

bedstraw. 

The property maintains diversified wildlife habitats and is home to several wildlife species, 

which are often found in woodland hydric sites, including:  Red-tail hawk, wood thrush, redwing 

blackbird, crow, indigo bunting, peewee, palliated woodpecker, hair woodpecker, shink, frog 

(wood, leopard, spring peeper), deer, crawfish, moles, shrews, red and grey fox, 

coyote, woodchuck, snakes (black), box turtles, squirrel, chipmunk, raccoon, 

owls (great horned, barred, screech) and turkey 

buzzards.   

The Wishing Well Site Park terrain is flat and is 

classified as an upland wetland.  Maximum 

elevation change is approximately 15 feet.  The 

primary soil types are Bonnie silt loams and a 

small amount of Peoga silt loam. 

The drainage of the site is very poor in almost all areas. Steady 

rain for less than one day creates several inches of standing 

water in many places. A heavy downpour makes some areas (especially the existing well house 

access path) impassable for days after the rain events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5 

 

Campbell's Park 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Campbell's Park is approximately 

1.05 acres in size and is situated on South Park Drive situated off of 

Temperance Street or what is also known as State Road 46.  Campbell's Park 

is a recreation facility with shelter houses and a small play ground with 

Turtle Creek running along its edges, which flows into Jack's Defeat Creek.  

Three shelters are on-site and are rented from May until late fall. Playground 

equipment offers creative alternatives for young children to standard 

playground equipment. 

   

Memorial Park  

 

Memorial 

Park is .16 

acres in size 

and is mostly 

used as a 

sitting area, 

because of its 

close proximity to the Monroe 

County, Ellettsville Branch 

Library.  The park is for passive recreation with military armaments used actively on memorial 

occasions to remember military veterans. 


